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Agriculture and Land Ecology Evolution in the History of China

LI Jun ZHANG Yan-qi

(College of Economics and Management, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083)

Abstract: Land resources security is related to food security, water security and ecological environ-
ment security, and thus affects the sustainable development of society and economy. During the historical pe-
riod, with the rapid increase of population, destructive reclamation occurred frequently in the ecologically
fragile areas such as mountainous areas and pastoral areas, causing serious land degradation. Land degrada-
tion will have irreversible and catastrophic consequences. It not only threatens human living space and food
security, but also affects social security and stability, and damages the material foundation for the continua-
tion of civilization. Once land is damaged, the restoration process is often extremely long. In order to achieve
the safe use of land, we should not only learn from the traditional experience of "sustainable agriculture", but
also establish the concept of green development, actively carry out the return of farmland to forest and grass-
land, and implement conservation tillage.

Key words:land degradation; cultivated land quality; conservation tillage
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