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Household Labor Migration and Farmers” Participation in Farmland
Irrigation Facility Governance: Crowding-out Effect or Path Restructuring

ZHANG Bo MU Yue-ying
( College of Economics and Management China Agricultural University ~Beijing 100083  China)

Abstract: Water conservancy is the lifeblood of agricultural development and farmers” participation is
the key to realize long-term governance of farmland irrigation facilities. Based on microfarmer survey da—
ta in the Huang-Huai-Hai region this paper takes households as research units. On the basis of theoreti—
cal analysis it adopts the IV-Probit model to empirically analyze the impact effect mechanism and heter—
ogeneity characteristics of labor migration on farmers” participation in farmland irrigation facility govern—
ance. The results show that: (1) Household labor migration exerts a significant negative impact on farm—
ers” participation in farmland irrigation facility governance. (2) Mechanism analysis shows that house—
hold labor migration hinders farmers” participation by weakening farmers” intra-village social networks

widening economic differentiation among farmers and reducing farmers” reliance on agricultural income.

(3) In terms of farmland water conservancy property right modes compared with the village collective
public ownership mode individual ownership mode and joint ownership mode with surrounding farmers
cannot alleviate the adverse impact of household labor migration on farmers” participation. From the per—
spective of organizational support the establishment of water user associations in villages helps ease the
negative impact of labor migration on farmers” participation. (4) In terms of village irrigation manage—
ment systems more sound farmland irrigation management regulations and clearer punishment mecha—
nisms for water theft are conducive to avoiding the adverse effects of labor migration. Accordingly it is
necessary to broaden the participation channels of migrant farmers in public affairs governance promote
the reform of farmland water conservancy property right system in light of local conditions accelerate the
development of farmer water user associations and strengthen the construction of rules and regulations for

village farmland irrigation facility governance.

Key Words: labor migration; farmers; farmland irrigation facility governance; institutional environment;

Huang-Huai-Hai region



