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From Tradition to Modernity: Historical Changes, Evolutionary Logic and
Future Trends of Intercropping in China

SIWet YANG Yuying

Abstract: Intercropping is an important component of China's traditional agricultural cultivation system, which contributed to
alleviating hunger and poverty in historical periods. On this basis, strip compound planting technology, as a transformed and
upgraded form of traditional intercropping, has also demonstrated practical value in safeguarding grain and edible oil security and
promoting the green transformation of agriculture in the new era. From a historical perspective, this paper defines traditional
intercropping and strip compound planting technology, sorts out the historical evolution and main characteristics of intercropping in
China, and analyzes its evolutionary logic and future development direction. The results show that traditional intercropping and
strip compound planting technology correspond to the production modes of traditional agriculture and modern agriculture,
respectively, and their transformation reflects the development orientation of building a modern large-scale agricultural industry.
With the passage of time, intercropping in China has undergone four stages, namely, the traditional period, the inheritance and
development period, the decline period and the new development period. The fundamental driving force behind its development
lies in relative changes in agricultural production factors. Shifts in crop combinations have corresponded to different stages of
agricultural development; leapfrog development has been driven by government policies, while sustained large-scale promotion at
the current stage remains constrained by market factors. Looking ahead, intercropping in China is expected to move toward the
modernization of production factors, the multifunctional development of crops suitable for intercropping, regularized policy support
and greater coordination across the industrial chain.
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