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The Impact of New Media—based Home County Connection
on the Return of Rural-urban Migrants

CHEN Juhui,ZHU Qiubo, BAI Junfei

Abstract: Based on an online survey data set,this study estimates the impact of New Media—

Based Home County ( NMHCC) on rural — urban migrants returning behaviors. Instrumental

regression is used to deal with the endogeneity issue. The results show that NMHCC plays a signifi—

cantly positive role in their return. The mediating effect analyses show that migrants’ perspective of

their home county’ s environment is an important positive transmission between NMHCC and the re—

turn of migrants, while positive their perspective on economic development in their home county

plays a negative transmission role. In order to attract migrant workers to return home,local govern—

ments should not only improve the employment and entrepreneurship environment for migrant work—

ers,but also pay more attention to the use of new media to enhance migrant workers’ expectations

and confidence in the economic development of their hometown, actively establish connections and

interactions with migrant workers, and publicize local economic development plans and major

policies and measures. The findings have important implications for the local talents’ policy—making

in promoting the rural revitalization and coordinating the development of rural and urban in China.

Keywords: Rural—urban migrants; Returning; New media—based home county connection
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